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MR. CHURCHILL'S INDISCRETION
This evening there was a larger audience than
usual. Gandhiji asked if there was any one who objected
to the prayer with the special verses from the Holy Quran.
Two members of the audience raised their hands in
protest and Gandhiji said he would respect their objec-
tion although he knew that it would be a sore disappo-
intment to the rest of the audience. However, he told the
objectors that although, as a firm believer in non-
violence, he could not do otherwise, he could not help
remarking that it was highly imp/oper for them to
flout the wishes of the very big majority against them.
They should realize from the remarks that were to
follow that the intolerance that the objectors were
betrayed into was a symptom of the distemper which
was visible in the country and which had prompted the
very bitter remarks from Mr. Winston ChurchilL The
speaker then paraphrased in his Hindustani speech the
following summary cabled by Reuter which had app-
eared in the morning papers:
"Mr. Churchill declared in a speech here tonight that
the fearful massacres which were occurring in India were
no surprise to him.
*We are, of course, only at the beginning of these horrors
and butcheries, perpetrated upon one another with the
ferocity of cannibals by races gifted with capacities for the
highest culture and who had for generations dwelt side by
side in general peace under the broad, tolerant and impartial
rule of the British Crown and Parliament/ he declared.
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